
AMUS 115/116/415/416 Applied Music—Bassoon
Syllabus

Dr. David M. Pierce
david.pierce@emich.edu

Bassoon Studio: 338 Alexander Music Bldg.

Description
Applied music study is essential in every music degree program as the avenue for the development of 
personal musicianship, musical competence, and understanding of pedagogy. Applied Music—Bassoon is 
comprised of intensive study of the bassoon in private lessons, studio and technique classes, reed sessions, 
and solo and small ensemble rehearsals and performances. Students are expected to approach applied 
bassoon study enthusiastically and seriously, with a professional attitude, and with commitment—making 
bassoon practicing and performance a very high priority.

Students should expect to practice at least 1 hour a day for 1 credit (e.g. AMUS 115A), 2 hours a day for 2 
credits (e.g. AMUS 116A), and 4 hours a day for 4 credits (e.g. AMUS 116B). Students who have difficulty 
meeting the practice time expectations will be required to keep a practice log (or blog) and/or make an audio 
recording of their practice time.

There are performance editions of bassoon music in the EMU library. Students are also expected to purchase 
bassoon music in order to build a personal library. In addition, students should expect subscribe to 
SmartMusic [http://www.smartmusic.com/Students/Default.aspx] in order to use the included exercises and 
repertoire. Repertoire is chosen for technical, musical, and pedagogical reasons. In order to ensure that 
students are meeting expectations for the performance level, repertoire choices are made in consultation with 
the professor and are subject to his approval (see section “Representative Repertoire” below). Students in the 
performance degree program are expected to cover substantially more repertoire than those in the BA/BS, 
Music Education, or Music Therapy degree programs.

Bassoonists need good reeds. To that end, students should expect to spend time making reeds every week. 
Reed session times will be held during office hours and/or studio classes. If you need more time, please make 
an appointment with me.

Evaluation
The final grade in applied bassoon is earned as follows:

Private lessons    60%
Studio classes    20%
Public performance or Jury Exam 20%

Grades are assigned according to this % scale:

A = 94-100 A- = 90-93
B+ = 87-89 B = 84-86
B- = 80-83 C+ = 77-79
C = 74-76 C- = 70-73
D+ = 67-69 D = 64-66
D- = 60-63 Below 60 is failing

If a failing grade is earned, the student may repeat an applied bassoon course once. If a failing grade is 
earned in the repeat semester, the student may not continue in applied bassoon.
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Private lessons
Normally, you can expect to have 14 lessons during a Fall or Winter semester. Of these, 10 will be graded 
lessons, the remainder are ungraded lessons. Each graded lesson is worth 5 points determined by work in 
the following categories:

Professionalism (punctuality and attitude)
Preparation (including reeds)
Amount of repertoire covered and improvement
Musicianship and performance quality

When you walk through the bassoon studio door for a graded lesson, you start with 5 points. If, in the 
judgment of the professor, there is substantial deficiency in any of the grade criteria (punctuality, attitude, 
preparation, repertoire/improvement, and/or musicianship/performance quality), a point is deducted. If you are 
late with notice, 1 point is deducted (2 points if no notice is given). If you exhibit poor attitude, 1 point is 
deducted. If you are not prepared for your lesson (didn’t practice enough), 1 point is deducted. If you haven’t 
improved, 1 point is deducted. If you perform poorly or with inadequate musicality on the assigned material, 1 
point is deducted.

Studio classes
Attendance and participation in assigned technique classes (during studio class time). Each class is worth 2 
points. Usually there will be 10 classes scheduled during the semester.

Public performances (see section “WOODWIND JURY and PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS” below)
• Solo (accompanied or unaccompanied) on a student recital
• Solo (accompanied or unaccompanied) on a studio recital
• Other solo (accompanied or unaccompanied) performance approved by professor
• Small ensemble recital (e.g. reed trio or wind quintet) of at least three complete works.
• Other performance(s) approved by the professor.

Final Exam/Jury (see section “WOODWIND JURY and PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS” below)
Your jury points are based solely on your jury grade (average of grades assigned by each faculty member of 
the jury panel) as follows:

20 = all A grades 19 = A (average)
18 = A- 17 = B+
16 = B 15 = B-
14 = C+ 13 = C
12 = C 11 = D+
10 = D 9 = D-
8 = E 0 = did not appear at scheduled time

Degree Recitals
Students must be enrolled in applied bassoon the semester of a degree recital. Students in the Bachelor of 
Music Education degree program are required to perform a senior solo recital. Students in the Bachelor of 
Music (performance) degree program are required to perform both junior and senior solo recitals. 

All aspects of the degree recital are subject to approval by the professor (includes repertoire selection, 
accompanist, scheduling, programs, location, recording, reception, stage or other decorations, etc.). In 
addition to the required recital hearing (see section “WOODWIND JURY and PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS” 
below) student’s readiness to perform will be evaluated by the professor at least two weeks before the recital. 
If the student is not ready to perform, the recital may be postponed and rescheduled or canceled at the 
discretion of the professor.

For Dept. of Music/Dance recital policies & procedures see:
http://www.emich.edu/music/students/studentrecitals.html
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Improvisation in Applied Music (Bassoon)

Improvisation is an integral part of the ongoing work in the bassoon studio. Creativity is balanced with the 
development of technique needed to carry out musically meaningful and stylistically coherent improvised 
performance.

Here is a list of the kinds of improvisation exercises regularly included in working with bassoon students:

Baroque ornamentation (short ornaments)

Composing/editing a cadenza for an 18th-century concerto

Jazz patterns (scale/arpeggio exercises, various lead sheets with SmartMusic or Band-in-a-Box)

non-Western modes and patterns
• Indian Ragas
• Amer-Indian flute music
• Indonesian scales

Avant garde improvisation
• pan-diatonicism
• whole tone, pentatonic, and octatonic scales
• fully diminished seventh arpeggios
• synthetic scales/patterns
• extended techniques (e.g. multiphonics, microtones)
• performance art

Composition exercises
• short etudes
• playing by ear
• arranging for bassoon solo or ensemble
• songwriting incorporating a prominent bassoon part

Attendance policy and make-up lessons
Applied music is preparation for life. In the professional music world, you have to show up EARLY to be on 
time. To miss a rehearsal without prior notice is a sure way to be fired. Many conductors and/or personnel 
managers do not want to deal with an unreliable musician, even if he/she manages to arrange for a substitute. 
If you are hired to perform, they want YOU to perform. And, your colleagues do not tolerate excuses; if they 
can make the sacrifice to be there on time (early), they expect you to do likewise. Also, for those of you who 
intend to be music educators in the public schools or music therapists, you can’t afford to take time off—the 
students in your ensembles/classes or your clients in the clinic need your attention every day. If you are 
chronically late or absent, you’ll be looking for another job. 

If you expect to be late for a lesson, please e-mail me right away:

david.pierce@emich.edu

If you are late without notifying me, you will lose double points for punctuality. If you miss a graded lesson for 
any reason, you will use one of the ungraded lessons as a make-up. You may not exceed three make-ups. If 
you must miss any lesson, you must e-mail me BEFORE the lesson is scheduled to begin. If you miss a 
lesson without notifying me in advance, you will receive a “0” for that lesson and you may not make it up. If 
this sounds complicated, JUST DON’T MISS ANY LESSONS, and if you absolutely have to miss a lesson, be 
sure to e-mail me before your scheduled time.
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Dept. of Music/Dance Applied Music Policy
The study of Applied Music is a central feature of all music curricula and continues throughout the degree 
program. Private lessons, typically one per week, must be supplemented with diligent outside daily practice. 
Depending on the performance area and the level of the student's work, the outside practice requirement may 
be quite substantial. The student must recognize that applied instruction is not primarily for the purpose of 
earning credits toward a degree, but rather to develop musical talent under the care of a skilled teacher. 
There is no substitute for regular, diligent practice.

Admission to applied music study is by audition, which typically takes place at the time of application for 
admission to Eastern Michigan University. Any change in applied study (degree program, performance 
medium, level) also takes place by audition. A change of instructor (where applicable) is normally handled 
between the student and the faculty members involved.

Students who have not been registered for applied principle insrument/voice music lessons for one or more 
more academic years (Fall, Winter, Spring, and Summer), must re-audition. If accepted, students may be 
placed in an applied music number that is lower, the same, or higher than the one in which they were enrolled 
in their last semester of applied music study.

Special needs accommodations
If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents Policy 8.3 requires that you first 
register with the Students with Disabilities Office (SDO) in 240 EMU Student Center. You may contact SDO by 
telephone (734.487.2470). Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with the SDO promptly as you 
will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward. No retroactive accommodations are 
possible. The EMU Students with Disabilities Office (SWD) provides accommodations for students with 
disabilities and assists faculty and staff with the implementation of those accommodations. SWD also 
provides technical assistance, consultation, and training to departments on campus and organizations in the 
community regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, Disability 
Awareness, Inclusion and Accessibility. 
http://www.emich.edu/disabilities/

Student and exchange visitor statement (SEVIS)
The Student exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requires F and J students to report the following to 
the Office of International Students 244 EMU Student Center within ten (10) days of the event:

• Changes in your name, local address, major field of study, or source of funding;
• Changes in your degree-completion date;
• Changes in your degree-level (ex Bachelors to Masters)
• Intent to transfer to another school.

Prior permission from OIS is needed for the following:
• Dropping ALL courses as well as carrying or dropping BELOW minimum credit hours;
• Employment on or off-campus;
• Registering for more than one ONLINE course per term (F visa only)
• Endorsing I-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA.

Failure to report may result in the termination of your SEVIS record and even arrest and deportation. If you 
have questions or concerns, contact the Office of International Students at 734.487.3116, not the course 
instructor.

Academic dishonesty
Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating, falsification, and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in 
this course. Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a 
particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course. In addition, you may be referred to the 
Office of Student Conduct and Community Standards for discipline that can result in either a suspension or 
permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic 
dishonesty but if you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic 
dishonesty, consult with the course instructor. You may access the Code online at: www.emich.edu/student 
conduct/
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Student Conduct Code
Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is 
conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University Community. Incivility and 
disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and may result in a request to leave class and referral to the Office of 
Student Conduct and Community Standards (SJS) for discipline. Examples of inappropriate classroom 
conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a mobile/cellular phone while in the class session, or 
talking while others are speaking. You may access the Code online at:
www.emich.edu/studentconduct/

Observance of Religious Holidays
University Policy: Eastern Michigan University recognizes the rights of students to observe religious holidays 
without penalty to the student.

University Practice: Students will provide advance notice to their instructors in order to make up work, 
including examinations that they miss as a result of their absence from class due to observance of religious 
holidays. If satisfactory arrangements cannot be made with the appropriate instructor(s), students may appeal 
to the head(s) of the department(s) in which the course(s) is/are offered. There are many resources on line 
regarding the observance of religious holidays; here is one site with an extensive listing of holiday dates: 
http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/2009.htm

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a Federal law designated to protect the privacy of 
a student’s education records and academic work. The law applies to all schools and universities which 
receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education and is applicable to students 
at EMU. All files, records, and academic work completed within this course are considered educational 
records and are protected under FERPA. It is your right, as a student in this course, to expect that any 
materials you submit in this course, as well as your name and other identifying information, will not be 
viewable by guests or other individuals permitted access to the course. The exception will be only when you 
have given explicit, written, signed consent. Verbal consent or email is insufficient.

Grade Grievance Policy: http://cot.emich.edu/documents/grade_grievance_policy.pdf

EMU Academic Calendar: http://www.emich.edu/registrar/acal.html

Spring/Summer Applied Lessons
Because of the high cost of offering applied instruction, the Department's capacity to teach applied music 
during the spring and summer terms is quite limited. Students wishing to request applied instruction during the 
spring and or summer terms must do the following:

• Fill out an applied music request form and obtain the instructor's signature. This verifies that the 
instructor will be available to teach during the requested term.

• Write a brief note explaining why Spring or Summer lessons are needed.
• Submit the two items together to the Department Head before April 15th.
• The Department Head will prioritize the requests and approve or deny them based on student need 

and fiscal constraints.

Dept. of Music/Dance Large Ensemble Participation Policy
All students accepted as music majors or minors are required to participate in a large ensemble (string 
students – University Orchestra; wind and percussion students – Wind Symphony, Symphonic Band or 
University Orchestra; voice students – University Choir or Chamber Choir) according to their degree 
requirements. The department will accommodate all students with an appropriate large ensemble placement. 
In addition, a student who chooses to continue applied music study beyond their degree requirements is 
required to participate in the appropriate large ensemble or an approved ensemble experience.

For current Dept. of Music/Dance policies and other important student resources, see:

http://www.emich.edu/music/students/resources.html
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WOODWIND JURY and PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
Applied students ordinarily will perform five jury exams while fulfilling applied music requirements, including a 
Gateway Jury to be admitted to the upper level and a Recital Approval Jury for seniors.  The applied teacher 
may require a jury exam after any semester of study.  The applied student may request a jury exam after any 
semester of study.  In all cases the student will present a completed “Semester Record of Applied Music” at 
the time of the jury exam.  The jury panel will grade each jury performance.  By agreement, the final grade for 
the student will not deviate more than one letter grade from the jury average. Jury exams ordinarily will be 
scheduled so that students at the same level will play in the same block of time.

WOODWIND AREA RECITALS
At least two woodwind area recitals will be scheduled on a Tuesday or Thursday at 11 a.m. each semester.  
Students performing on these recitals fulfill the requirement for public performance.

LOWER LEVEL REQUIREMENTS (AMUS 116A/B)

Minimum Requirements for First Year Students

1. One Public Performance 
Studio recital, a Tuesday departmental recital, or a woodwind area recital
Studio class performance does not fulfill this requirement
Accompaniment is required (where indicated by the musical score)
2. One Jury exam
Jury is to be 10 minutes in length.
Jury will consist of :

✓ Technical requirements, including scales, as determined by individual woodwind studios
✓ Etude
✓ Repertoire (to be performed without accompaniment)
✓ Sight-singing  (selected by faculty and comparable to sight singing for MUSC 119)  
✓ Sight reading may be required

Minimum Requirements for Second Year Students

1. One Public Performance 
Studio recital, a Tuesday departmental recital, or a woodwind area recital
Studio class performance does not fulfill this requirement
Accompaniment is required where indicated by the musical score
2. Gateway Jury
Jury will take place at the end of the 4th semester of applied study
Jury is to be 20 minutes in length
Jury will consist of:

✓ 1 etude or solo movement prepared individually without the assistance of the applied 
instructor

✓ Technical requirements, including scales, as determined by individual woodwind studios
✓ Repertoire to be performed WITH accompaniment
✓ Sight-singing (selected by faculty and comparable to sight singing for MUSC 229)
✓ Sight-reading selected by woodwind faculty

Student must pass each element of the jury, i.e. etude, technical requirements, repertoire, sight singing, 
and sight reading, in order to advance to the 300 level of applied study
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UPPER LEVEL REQUIREMENTS (AMUS 416 A/B)

Minimum requirements for third year students

1. One Public Performance 
Can be fulfilled by performance in a studio recital, a Tuesday student recital, or a woodwind area recital.
Studio class performance does not fulfill this requirement.
Accompaniment is required where indicated by the musical score
2. One Jury exam
Jury is to be 10 minutes in length.
Jury will consist of :

✓ Technical requirements, including scales, as determined by individual woodwind studios
✓ Etude
✓ Repertoire (to be performed without accompaniment.)
✓ Sight singing (The sight singing should be instrument specific or from a band or 

orchestral score.)

Minimum requirements for fourth year students

A Recital Approval Jury is required for all MEDI students and for senior recitals on the MPRF degree.  
Recital Approval Juries may be scheduled at the final exam time or on one of the Woodwind Area 
Recitals.

✓ Approval will be 20 minutes in length.  A minimum of 25 minutes of music is required for 
students wishing approval for the MEDI degree.

✓ Accompaniment is required.
✓  Repertoire must be approved by the applied instructor
✓ A complete program of the proposed recital repertoire will be presented at the approval.

The jury will determine whether the approval meets degree requirements and whether the recital may be 
given in public.

Representative Repertoire
Pieces (below) are marked with a number (1, 2, 3, or 4) as examples of music representative of the level 
expected in the corresponding year of university study. Performance majors are expected to cover 
significantly more level 4 repertoire.

Gotkovsky Variations Concertantes (4+)
Grondahl Concerto (3)
Grovlez Sicilienne et Allegro Giocoso (1-2)
Haydn, Michael Concertino (1-2)
Hindemith Sonata (1)
Hummel Concerto (4)
Hurlstone Sonata (2-3)
Jacob Concerto (3-4)
Jacobi 6 Caprices (2-3)
Jancourt etudes (2)
Kozeluh Concerto (2-3)
Kovar 24 Daily Exercises (1-4)
Mignone 16 Valsas (3-4)
Milde etudes (3-4)
Mozart Concerto, K. 191 (2-3)
Nussio Variations (4)
Orefici Melodic Studies (4)
Osborne Rhapsody (3-4)
Phillips Concert Piece (1)

Arnold Fantasy (3)
Bach, J.C. concerti (2)
Bassett Metamorphoses (4)
Berwald Concertpiece (3-4)
Besozzi Sonata (1)
Boismortier sonatas (1-2)
Bourdeau Premier Solo (1)
Bozza concours pieces (3-4)
Cascarino Sonata (2-3)
Castelnuovo-Tedesco Sonatina (2-3)
David Concertino (1-2)
Dutilleux Sarabande et Cortege (4)
Eccles sonatas (1)
Elgar Romance (1-2)
Etler Sonata (4)
Fasch Sonata (1-2)
Galliard sonatas (1)
Gambaro 18 Studies (2)
Giampieri Daily Studies (3-4)

Pierne Solo de Concert (1)
Rode etudes (2-3)
Saint-Saens Sonata (4)
Satzenhofer studies (1)
Spohr Adagio (1-2)
Tansman Suite (3-4)
Tansman Sonatina (4)
Telemann Sonata (1)
Tomasi Concerto (4)
Vaulet studies (1-2)
Villa Lobos Ciranda das sete notas (3)
Vivaldi concerti (2-3)
Waterhouse, ed. Classical Studies (1-2)
Weber Concerto (2-3)
Weber Ungarische Fantasie (2-3)
Weissenborn Method (1-2)
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